Why do we need a Provincial Government?
***To take care of the people of Alberta and protect their interests
· Provide services
· Educate Albertans
· Manage Alberta’s resources
· Make laws
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To become a candidate to run for an election, 2 conditions have to be met:
1-be an eligible voter
2-Get a form from elections Alberta signed by at least 25 electors in their district

During a provincial election, candidates run for positions on the Legislative Assembly.  Most candidates represent one of Alberta’s political parties. Some examples of political parties are: Liberals, New Democratic Party, and Progressive Conservative.  A political party is: an organization made up of people who have similar ideas of how to govern. 
Alberta is broken up into 83 districts or constituencies for elections. One MLA is elected in each of Alberta’s 83 voting districts.
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Voters must:
1. Live in the constituency they want to vote
2. Be a Canadian citizen
3. Be 18 years old
4. Live in Alberta for 6 months before election day
The Chief Electoral Officer is the head of Elections Alberta. Their job is to make sure that the election is run fairly, according to the rules.
           Alberta Government Structure         
The Alberta LegislatureLieutenant Governor: Queen’s Repreentative

Premier: Leader of the government


Cabinet: responsible for departments

Legislative Assembly




 Roles:
Lieutenant Governor-Queen’s representative in Alberta (Honourable Donald S. Ethell)
Jobs:
· Must sign a bill passed by the legislative assembly in order for  it to become a law
· Invites leader of the party that wins an election to become premier
· Issuing the royal proclamation that calls the legislature into session
· Reads Speech from the Throne to open a new session
· Dissolving and closing the Legislative Assembly so elections can be held
(Governor General-Queen’s representative in Canada: David Johnston)
Premier-Leader of the provincial government (David G. Hancock)
Cabinet Ministers-Each minister is in charge of a different department in the government (pg. 130) As well as running the department, other responsibilities include:
· Meeting with premier to discuss what should be done in the province and plan what actions the government needs to take
· Budgeting
· Researching, writing, and voting on bills
· Working on committees with MLA’s to discuss government plans and actions
· Serving as MLA’s in their constituency
MLA’s (Members of the Legislative Assembly)
These people are representatives from different political parties. They have 2 main areas of responsibility:
1-serving the needs of the people in their constituency
2-Taking part in government
Some of the jobs they do include:
· Try to help people from their constituency solve problems with government services
· Meet and assist with special interest groups working on issues such as; environment, child care, and impaired driving
· Keep informed about issues that affect constituency
· Work on government committee’s to study proposed bills and discuss how money will be spent on programs
· Attend constituency events and celebrations
· Introduce, debate, and vote on bills
· Bring the views and concerns of constituents to ministries for discussion
How can people participate at the Provincial Level?
· voting in elections
· expressing opinions about bills
· talk to MLAs about concerns
· get involved with a group
Know the following:
1. What is the role of the Alberta Legislative Assembly? Who makes Alberta laws?
2. How does a bill become law? Know the stages in the correct order and be able to explain them. (first reading , second reading , committee of the whole, third reading, royal assent)
3. Why must a bill go through so many steps before it becomes law?
4. What is a Debate and why is it beneficial? Know the process (1. opening statements 2. supporting arguments 3. rebuttals 4. closing statements)
5.  Explain what a typical day is like for the Legislative Assembly.
6.  Be able to tell about one symbol/tradition that is an important part of the Legislative Assembly. (Mace, Black Rod, Royal Assent)
7.  What is the Chamber?
8.  Where do the Opposition Members and Government Members sit?




[bookmark: _GoBack]Be able to explain the role/job of each of the following:
Lieutenant Governor
Speaker
Government MLAs
· Premier
· Cabinet Ministers
· The Chair of the Committees
Opposition MLAs and Leader of the Opposition
Clerks
Sergeant-at –Arms
Pages
The Media


image1.wmf

image2.wmf

